The Journeys of Susanne & Tory

Susanne Gervay the author and Tory Gervay thadyrgong writer & singer

Susanne Gervay writes:-

My writing is such an intense, emotionally chargedcess. It comes out of a
profound place where there’s humour, love, hatpehand those passions that make
me who | am. Everyone’s life is challenging in diént ways. Mine is no different.
Like many, my children intensify my challenges gragsions, making the hard times
harsher and the good times sweeter. When my daughtewas seventeen at the
time, asked me to write a book inspired by hewas such a deep request.

Tory and | had been through a great deal togelihegss has always been part of my
life, which as a sole parent, has been at timegteeigh on my son and daughter.
During my many surgeries, cancers, Tory was deafbcted. We laughed and had
such special times as she dressed my wounds goeldhele. So how privileged was |
to write for her. Nothing could stop me writingghbook and although it would be
fictional, the spirit would be hers.



COMING SOON

| kept thinking who is Tory? How can | find her dlugh my words? | stood at the
door of her bedroom looking around at the bits piedes that are her. Her teddies
lined inside her cupboard. The pin board filledhwshotos of family and friends.
Eminem posters taped to the walls. Rows of spa&lyrings hanging like a jewellery
display. Her computer crowded with songs. Her bygcribbled on paper and print
outs of bars of music. Suddenly | saw it. Musictedfbetween the ear-rings and
posters, her iPod, clothes and magazines. Torglaas/s loved music - singing,
playing instruments, being in school bands, follegvbands and singers, writing her
own songs. Music defines my daughter. Music isviegre, her emotional outlet, her
way of making sense of life. | knew then that tyeick and songs would become the
driving force of our book.

Rock is a powerful form of youth expression agéahes into the eternal quest of
search for identity. That's what is intrinsic tolBDylan, Pink Floyd, Simon &
Garfunkel, The Beatles, The Stones, Queen and émgy wther rock writers and
singers over the past decades. Tory writes rocgsamich reflect her search for
identity. My books are always about search for idgim its many shapes and forms.
| now knew how our book would connect.

It took three years to create ‘That's Why | WrotasI'Song’ through a rocky, difficult
yet joyous process. There were four key areaaddd. Firstly the writing, where |
had to access the youth music scene in an autheayicSecondly there was working
as a mother-daughter team. There were hilariousydaand dire times. The third was
that melding of music and literature through t@etformance and technology. Fourth
was the filming of Psycho Dad. Every stage was hank, like a real rock band
finally making it onto stage for that great showttbefines them.



The first key arealhe youth music scene was outside my experiermg. fad a
serious task in introducing me to the real lifeadfk concerts, overnight camping

festivals, BIG DAY OUT, bands, singers and the ratlsat seemed to be always
plugged into her ears or on her computer or MP@epldt took me a while to get into
the culture. | watched DVD'’s of rock concerts, wigt notes on every aspect from the
audience raising their hands to the mosh pit tdo#rels smashing the stage. | became
addicted to RAGE, the all night music programme th@rogrammed from midnight
Friday to Saturday morning. ‘Good Charlotte’ rockemim my study as | wrote. |
became engulfed in the world of youth music withryfTas my guide. It was fun and
wild and meaningful. The lyrics of rock songs reatime, just as The Beatles had as

| was growing up.



Second key ared.ory’s stories and feelings were the bedrock ofwmayds. Some of
the stories were very funny, some sad. The vodi@dyteear scene is bitter-sweet and
very young adult, filled with crossed love, betrigymmour and naivety. Some of the
stories are especially moving when the girls bectraggped by family expectations
and conflict. As Tory navigated her own searchidentity during the years of

writing this book, | tapped into her emotions. Stimes the door was open.
Sometimes she slammed it into my face and our hamldéecame tense. Was | an
intruder? Had she really given me permission tergptivate territory?

Third key areaTory took the stage here. She wrote the musidlaatyrics. Her
lyrics are powerful driving the themes of fathersdhter relationships and the
characters’ journeys to find their own power. Whéatened to Tory’s ‘I Wanna Be
Found’ | was overwhelmed that my daughter felt tingsy:-

Why do | feel all alone,

Like I'm standing here all by myself,
When there’s people all around,

I'm lost but | want to be found.

Her music brought us closer as we talked aboutyévieg, ultimately realising that
we are here for each other.

Tory and | wanted her songs to be more than hetenriyrics as the rock songs are
central to the book driving the characters, theargsnarrative. It became an
imperative to include the actual music in the ragdixperience.

While there have been books published with mubE nusic has been an adjunct to
the book, a value added product such as a CD tuoketk the back cover or a recital



of segments of the book or an extension of textats Why | Wrote This Song’ is
different. Tory’s songs are entwined inside theysto

Tory and | searched for a producer for her sorfgsycho Dad’ and ‘| Wanna Be
Found’. Young rock-hip-hop music producer Tony
Buchen worked with Tory on the production. Tory
didn’t want to sing the songs initially. However as
an authentic experience for the reader, it fehtrig
that she did. The producer coaxed her into
recording. So now when readers download the
songs free from the web, Tory is singing. This
crossing of mediums melds her songs into the
reading experience in a way that enriches the
literature.

Tony Buchen http://www.tonybuchen.com/

Suddenly a fourth and unexpected area crossedTin&d’'s Why | Wrote This Song'.
A young talented film producer who | had knownledf life heard Tory’s songs.
Rachel Guerry felt the songs spoke to her. Whemesdek the manuscript, she felt it
was hers. So began the complex process of prodtioenfym clip for the song
‘Psycho Dad’. Rachel interpreted the book and soRgeducing a film clip was
complex involving me and a team of young editoasnera people, actors and young
people into developing the three minute film thatapsulates ‘Psycho Dad’ with
virtually no budget.

Finally That's Why | Wrote This Sormgrived with Tory’s lyrics and music and with
the video of Psycho Dad. What a journey.
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by Susanne Gervay

1. Psycho Dad (Music Video)
Music by Tory Gervay
Video produced by Rachel Guerry

2. Psycho Dad (Original Version)
Music by Tory Gervay

3.1 Wanna be Found
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Music Video © 2007 Susanne Gervay & Rachel Guerry
www.sgervay.com

Enquiries
Rick Raftos Management

Lvl 4, 116-122 Kippax St Surry Hills
NSW 2010

rickraftosf@raftos.com.au

www.harpercollins.com.au




Tory The Songwriter -
Who Is Tory?

BIO

My passion is music as lame as it sounds. Froraragds | can remember music ha
always been a huge part of my life — playing #tdning to it, watching it. | have
always been a band nerd but I'm proud of it.

My family and friends mean the world to me. We haweery close family and get
along MOST of the time. My brother Jamie is onengfbest friends, as annoying a
he is. We have been through everything togetheicandalk about anything. Then
there are my cousins, especially Len who is likeather to me since we grew up
together. My mum knows everything about me, ang #tdl love me anyway, even
though | have done some really stupid things, haha.

My best friends Sarah, Maree, Soph, Kate, Caz, &&ye always keep me going.
There are always new dramas to gossip about, padtiattend, beaches and shops
visit, boys to meet and concerts to see. They makéfe interesting and are the
people who have always been there for me andfarlhg friends who | can trust
with anything.
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Tory's Journey — Q & A

What does music mean to you?

Music has always been important to me. It's alwagsn my way of working out life
especially when it gets hard. It's helped me thiotige worst of times and has also
been with me at the best of times.

How long have you played music?

I've been playing music since I've been 5. But Ilveen singing since | could talk.
What do you play?

The piano, the trumpet and some basic guitar.

What do you really, secretly, privately want to be?

That's a really hard question to answer, but itgd$C. Whatever | can do with
music. But it's so hard to make it.

Who do you admire most in music?
There are so many! Everyone from Beethoven, MpZattaikovsky to Bach.

| love lots of jazz musicians like Louis Armstronde plays a fantastic trumpet.
There’s Ella Fitzgerald, Miles Davis too. I've p&d/the trumpet in jazz bands since
I've been nine.

| love pop, rock, r'n’b and hip-hop, everyone frdie Beatles to Scissor Sisters,

Good Charlotte, Green Day, Destiny’s Child, Unveriti_aw, Eminem, Pink.

Some of my best friends are amazing at music ligghSwho is able to pick up a
violin and play any song without having even séenrhusic and give it her own
style. Of course | love Dean’s music and the baplay in!@!!!

What areyour favourite foods, colours?

Foods: Well coming from a Hungarian background,lylese my food. Favourites
are olives, tomatoes, mangoes, cherries, sushingmdum’s stuffed capsicum -
that’s the Hungarian in me again.
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Colours: Black and pink. Black because it's goaddeerything. Pink because | just
love the colour.

What do friends mean to you?

Everything! My best friends | consider to be my fgnand would always put them
before myself and try to be there whenever thegimee. | know | can always rely on
them. My other friends | still consider importabtit they're friends to have fun with.

What areyour favourite movies, albums and books?

Movies: Greaseis such a classi®ack to the Futuregven though it is so unrealistic,
| used to watch it with my brother Jamie over amdroso | think that’'s why | love it.
| also really likeParenthoodjt was really funny.

Albums:. There are so many that | love, but my favouete that | could listen to over
and over again would have to be (in no particutdeg — “Rubber Soul” By The
Beatles,The Eminem Shotoy Eminem,The Young and the Hopeldsg Good
Charlotte,Under my Skiy Avril Lavigne, The Ultimate Collectiomy The
Supremesl’m not Deadby Pink,What'’s the story morning glory¥/Dasis,The
Singles 1992-200By No Doubt, Yourself or someone like yby Matchbox Twenty
andFrom Here Orby The Living End.

Books

| of course love my Mum'’s books (Susanne Gervaggaose even though they are
fiction, they feel close to home. My most favoudtege of Mum'’s isThe Cave.

Why did you write the songs for the book?

| wrote the music first and my mum, used it to dffhat’'s Why | Wrote This Song.
I've always written lyrics and music. It's sometyithat’s inside me.

What do you think of That's Why | Wrote This Song?



Questions inside - That's Why | Wrote This Song

1. The composers’ journeys:
* research,
* planning,
* investigating,
* interviewing of the music scene from punk concattthe Pavilion to
weekend festivals underpirhat’'s Why | Wrote This Song

2. That's Why | Wrote This Somga fictional, imaginative text, yet the
composer’s purpose is to explore universal therméstlver-daughter
relationships, search for identity and youth cutur

3. The lyrics and text reveal the impact of fathergtaer relationships in
different ways through Pip, Karen, Angie & Irina.

4. The other keys relationships are part of searcidfmtity

» the relationship of mother and daughter,
» Eddie, brother-father, brother-sister, brother-reoth
* the relationship of writer and lyricist/musician

5. The integration of the mediums of music and filnvegadded dimensions to
That's Why | Wrote This Song

6. That's Why | Wrote This Somgtegrates mediums and creative approaches
through — lyrics, sheet music of Psycho Dad, md#io,clip, film script with
entry into story through the mediums of CD, DVD bsie, myspace,
youtube, podcast,




